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Cost of Living in West Virginia Cities:
Second Quarter 2006
by Amy Higginbotham, economist
Professional households in the top 20% income
group can live in West Virginia cities without spending
more than they would in an average U.S. city, according
to analysis of survey results from the ACCRA Cost of
Living report. During the second quarter of 2006, four
West Virginia cities had a cost of living at or below the
average of the 331 U.S. cities that participated in the
survey. The most expensive city in the index was New
York (Manhattan), with a standard of living of more than
twice the national average; at the other end of the spec-
trum was McAlester, Oklahoma, with an index of over 20
percent below the national average.
The ACCRA index compares the cost of living
among urban areas in the U.S. every quarter. It uses
data gathered from six price categories (groceries, hous-
ing, utilities, transportation, health care, and miscella-
neous goods and services) to calculate the averages
and combine them for the composite index for each par-
ticipating area.
As Table 1 shows, during the second quarter of
2006, four of West Virginia’s cities participated in the
ACCRA survey and were found to have cost of living
indexes at or below the national average. Morgantown
came in as the most expensive West Virginia city, with a
composite index of 99.7. This is 0.3 percent below the
average cost of living for the participating cities, ranking
it as the 99th most expensive (out of 331 U.S. cities). The
second most expensive in West Virginia was Martins-
burg, with an index 2.3 percent below the average. The
least expensive West Virginia cities that participated
were Charleston and Vienna, whose cost of living in-
dexes were 92.8 and 91.1 respectively.
While West Virginia cities came in at or below the
national cost of living average during the second quarter
of 2006, they were found to be well below cities in neigh-
boring states. Cities to the east of West Virginia, includ-
ing Baltimore, MD, Bethesda-Gaithersburg-Frederick,
MD, and Richmond, VA, were 33.9 to 10.5 percent more
expensive than Morgantown. At the same time, the ma-
jor neighboring cities of Philadelphia, PA, and Washing-
ton, DC were 25.5 percent and 41.3 percent more
expensive than the highest index found in West Virginia.
Some neighboring cities in Ohio and Kentucky, however,
had composite indexes relatively close to those found in
West Virginia. In fact, Martinsburg and Louisville, KY had
practically identical composite indexes for the quarter.
 Table 1 also breaks down the composite index into
the six categories in West Virginia. As the table shows,
the cost of living varies widely across the state. For gro-
cery items, which included prices of 26 specific items,
Morgantown and Martinsburg were the most expensive,
with grocery indexes of 0.6 percent above and 0.8 per-
cent below the average. Vienna had the lowest grocery
index for this quarter. Morgantown and Martinsburg were
once again the most expensive West Virginia cities
when housing costs were compared. Housing costs in-
cluded mortgage rates, apartment rental costs, and the
price of a 2,400-square-foot home. Although these cities
were the state’s most expensive in terms of housing,
they came in just slightly below the national average.
Telephone, electric and natural gas costs in Vienna were
found to be the lowest in the state. The utility cost index
for Vienna was 23.8 percent below the national average
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and 31.7 percent below Morgantown, which was the
highest in the state during this time period. Excluding
Morgantown, transportation costs were relatively even in
the state, varying from an index of 94.3 to 96.4.
To get a better idea of how the cities in West Virginia
compared with each other and with the nation, Table 2
shows a snapshot of average prices for five items col-
lected during the second quarter of 2006. For milk, new
homes and boy’s jeans, all four cities fell below the
national average. Vienna was found to be the lowest
priced for milk and boy’s jeans, while Charleston had the
lowest new home price. Prices for pizza and a movie
were found to be below the national average in all West
Virginia cities except for Martinsburg, whose average pizza
prices were 74 cents above the mean and whose average
movie ticket prices were 27 cents above the mean.
Although the ACCRA Cost of Living Index is a useful
indicator of local economic conditions and a good mea-
sure of regional differences, it should be considered with
caution. The cost of living is only estimated for a specific
group of individuals and does not include many of the
taxes imposed on the individuals. Further, local condi-
tions and trends an area is experiencing are also not
included in this index and should be considered before
drawing specific conclusions.
Table 1
ACCRA Cost of Living
Second Quarter 2006
West Virginia Urban Areas
Charleston 92.8 93.1 86.4 102.7 96.4 94.3 93.7 306,435
Martinsburg-Berkeley County 97.7 99.2 93.8 93.5 95.7 102.3 101.5 4,066,382*
Morgantown 99.7 100.6 98.4 111.5 101.5 107.2 95.5 114,501
Vienna 91.1 89.0 93.4 76.2 94.3 92.9 93.2 162,529
Citites in Surrounding States
Baltimore, MD 119.5 107.8 153.4 117.5 108.0 105.0 102.1 2,655,675
Bethesda-Gaithersburg- 133.5 109.5 190.3 127.4 113.2 109.7 107.3 1,148,284
   Frederick, MD
Charlottesville, VA 107.1 112.4 107.5 91.3 94.9 106.1 112.9 188,424
Cincinnati, OH 94.3 92.5 88.3 103.1 96.3 94.8 96.5 2,070,441
Columbus, OH 102.0 99.4 97.9 115.8 111.2 106.0 99.1 1,708,625
Harrisonburg, VA 104.0 93.3 111.0 108.3 95.9 97.8 104.3 111,689
Louisville, KY 97.6 95.9 88.8 101.9 100.8 99.9 102.9 1,208,452
Philadelphia, PA 125.1 128.8 142.3 117.9 112.0 112.8 117.1 5,823,233
Pittsburgh, PA 95.2 98.5 88.6 110.3 97.2 88.4 95.2 2,386,074
Richmond, VA 110.2 96.5 124.1 104.6 107.1 105.2 107.2 1,175,654
Major U.S. Metro Areas
Atlanta, GA 97.7 98.6 93.2 85.8 111.2 107.9 99.3 4,917,717
Boston, MA 136.4 119.2 161.8 131.5 108.6 125.5 133.0 4,411,835
Cleveland, OH 100.2 107.6 91.4 116.1 100.5 100.2 99.8 2,126,318
Denver, CO 104.7 105.6 110.4 111.8 96.6 102.8 100.3 2,359,994
Houston, TX 88.1 82.9 69.3 109.2 101.4 99.0 93.9 5,280,077
Los Angeles, CA 156.1 127.7 263.0 106.4 119.4 117.4 110.3 12,923,547
Miami, FL 114.4 102.2 137.6 92.6 108.4 117.6 107.8 5,422,200
New York (Manhattan), NY 204.7 146.8 372.0 150.2 116.3 130.9 141.7 18,747,320
Washington, DC 140.9 110.9 218.2 121.0 109.6 112.3 107.9 5,214,666
Metropolitan Area
Composite
Index
(100%)
Grocery
Items
(13%)
Housing
(29%)
Transportation
(9%)
Health Care
(4%)
Utilities
(10%)
Est. 2005
MSA
Population
Misc. Goods
& Services
(29%)
* Population of the Washington-Arlington-Alexandria DC-VA-MD-WV Metropolitan Division.  Source: ACCRA Cost of Living Index:
Comparative Data for 311 Urban Areas, Volume 39(2)
Table 2
Snapshot of Prices in West Virginia for Second Quarter 2006
Whole Milk
1/2 Gallon
New Home
2,400 Sq. Feet
Pizza
Med. Cheese
Boy’s Jeans
Sizes 8-20
Movie
New ReleaseWV City
Charleston 1.88 278,886 10.03 16.91 7.50
Martinsburg 1.90 289,400 10.99 18.00 8.00
Morgantown 1.84 305,988 8.99 18.26 7.33
Vienna 1.75 294,426 9.99 11.23 5.00
National Mean 1.94 310,851 10.25 18.56 7.73
Source: ACCRA Cost of Living Index: Comparative Data for 311 Urban Areas, Volume 39(2)
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Can Retirees Spur Economic Development in
West Virginia?
“…we’re living in one very big and rapidly expanding retirement community.”
— from The Coming Generational Storm by Laurence J. Kotlikoff and Scott Burns
by Mehmet S. Tosun1
Retirees are becoming increasingly important for
state and local economies and revenue systems. While
retirees pose both challenges and opportunities for state
and local governments, they have been increasingly tar-
geted as a group able to enhance economic develop-
ment in communities. A major factor in their rise in
importance is the rapid increase in the number of retir-
ees due to the fact that the U.S. population is aging. The
aging trend will reach a new height with the retirement of
the baby boom generation.
A recent report by the Congressional Budget Office
indicates that while large budgetary pressures can de-
velop when baby boomers start collecting social security
and Medicare benefits, this could be counterbalanced by
baby boomers’ fairly good retirement prospects. Overall,
they have higher income, more private wealth, and ap-
pear less likely to live in poverty after they retire when
compared to their parents at the same age. The report
also notes that at least half of all baby boomers are ex-
pected to maintain their working-age standards of living
during retirement. This highlights the importance of the
economics of retirees, particularly in the midst of a fast-
approaching baby boomer retirement.
This article summarizes the main results of a BBER
study “Retirees and Economic Development in West
Virginia” which was funded by the Bernard McDonough
Foundation in Parkersburg, West Virginia, and the
Becker Fund. The study examined the economic signifi-
cance of the retiree population by focusing on their mi-
gration, spending, and income patterns and on their
economic and tax revenue impacts.
 Findings of the report show that West Virginia
doesn’t currently attract a lot of retirees.  According to
the 2000 U.S. Census, West Virginia lost retirees be-
tween 1995 and 2000 and had a negative net migration
rate of -3.4%. This contrasts with the 30% average net
migration rate for states in the South Atlantic region.
This may or may not be related to West Virginia’s tax
structure—compared to that of neighboring states, West
Virginia looks more attractive to retirees in terms of
property and estate taxes and less attractive in terms of
personal income and general sales taxes.
Only the 65-74 age group had a positive net migra-
tion rate in West Virginia (1.6%). The majority of out-of-
state retirees who moved to West Virginia came from
Ohio (18%), Maryland (14%), Florida (12%), Virginia
(11%), and Pennsylvania (6%). On the other hand, a
majority of West Virginia retirees went to Florida (22%),
Ohio (18%), Virginia (12%), Maryland (8%), and North
Carolina (6%). West Virginia’s retiree migration patterns
were very similar to those of Kentucky.  Among the
neighboring states, the biggest gainer of retirees was
Virginia, while the biggest net loser of retirees was Ohio.
Hence, West Virginia doesn’t come even close to the top
three retiree migration destinations (Nevada, Arizona,
and Florida, which had net migration rates of 114.2%,
87.4%, and 56.9%, respectively during 1995-2000).
In analyzing the demographic data of retirees some
interesting patterns emerged. Looking at educational
attainment patterns of West Virginia retiree migrants, we
found that in-migrants appear to have a higher share of
members with graduate or professional degrees relative
to non-migrants and out-migrants. We also found that
the average income of West Virginia’s retirees declines
steadily from younger to older retiree groups. and that
retiree out-migrants (retirees leaving West Virginia) ap-
pear to have higher average income than those staying
in or moving into West Virginia, except for the 85 and
older group.
1 When Mehmet Tosun wrote this article, he was a Research Assistant Professor in the Bureau of Business and
Economic Research (BBER) and Director of the West Virginia Public Finance Program within the BBER. He is now
an Assistant Professor of Economics at the University of Nevada, Reno.
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Eastern Panhandle Leads State in Housing
Unit Growth
Only four counties in West Virginia added housing
units1  faster than the average for the nation from 2000
to 2005 (Table 1). Those counties growing faster than
the national growth rate were Berkeley County (3.6%),
Jefferson County (3.1%), Morgan County (2.2%), and
Hardy County (1.4%) as Figure 1 also shows. The aver-
age housing unit growth rate for the nation was 1.38%
from 2000 to 2005. The growth rate for West Virginia
was 0.6%. These estimates are based on Census 2000
counts supplemented by administrative records such as
building permits.
In West Virginia, Berkeley County (6,407), Jefferson
County (2,901), and Putnam County (1,239) added the
most housing units during the period. Three other coun-
ties added more than 900 housing units each. These
included Monongalia County (949), Morgan County
(939), and Kanawha County (914). These six counties
by Randy Childs
Figure 1
West Virginia Housing Units
Annual Growth Rates 2000 - 2005
1 A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a mobile home or trailer, a group of rooms, or a single room occupied as a sepa-
rate living quarters, or if vacant, intended for occupancy as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in which
the occupants live separately from any other individuals in the building and which have direct access from outside the building
or through a common hall.
Source: Data from Census Housing Units 2005
accounted for more than half of the 26,093 housing units
added in the state.
Ohio County was the only county in the state to lose
housing units during the period. Ohio County lost 10
housing units from 2000 to 2005. Four other counties
added fewer than 50 housing units from 2000 to 2005.
These counties were McDowell (25), Mercer (33),
Pleasants (36), and Brooke (44).
Florida lead all states with more than 917,000 more
housing units in 2005 than in 2000 (Table 2, page 6).
Nevada had the fastest rate of growth during the period
with an annual growth rate of 4.1%. Flagler County in
Florida was the fastest growing county in the country
from 2000 to 2005 with a annual growth rate of 9.7%.
Maricopa County in Arizona added the most new hous-
ing units with more than 220,000 being added during the
first five years of the decade. This was a 3.3% increase
for Maricopa County.
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Table 1
Annual Estimates of Housing Units for Counties in West Virginia: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2005
Geographic Area
Housing Unit Estimates April 1, 2002 Change, 2000-05
Estimates
Base* Census
Rank, 2000-05
# % #7-1-05 7-1-04 7-1-03 7-1-02 7-1-01 7-1-00
West Virginia 872,203 866,950 862,291 857,321 851,741 846,110 844,626 844,623 26,093 06 X X
Barbour County 7,535 7,515 7,484 7,453 7,407 7,361 7,348 7,348 174 05 34 28
Berkeley County 39,522 37,802 36,365 34,989 33,914 33,115 32,913 32,913 6,407 36 1 1
Boone County 11,827 11,683 11,696 11,692 11,640 11,589 11,575 11,575 238 04 27 34
Braxton County 7,572 7,548 7,518 7,489 7,440 7,388 7,374 7,374 184 05 33 25
Brooke County 11,194 11,189 11,170 11,168 11,153 11,150 11,149 11,150 44 01 51 52
Cabell County 46,068 45,942 45,967 45,899 45,774 45,649 45,615 45,615 419 02 17 48
Calhoun County 3,961 3,948 3,929 3,912 3,885 3,856 3,848 3,848 105 05 42 19
Clay County 4,960 4,940 4,923 4,911 4,882 4,846 4,836 4,836 114 05 40 29
Doddridge County 3,761 3,750 3,732 3,716 3,693 3,668 3,661 3,661 93 05 45 24
Fayette County 22,204 22,109 22,012 21,878 21,737 21,641 21,616 21,616 563 05 12 22
Gilmer County 3,707 3,698 3,685 3,672 3,651 3,627 3,621 3,621 80 04 48 33
Grant County 6,508 6,447 6,332 6,213 6,182 6,121 6,105 6,105 387 12 19 6
Greenbrier County 18,258 18,140 18,066 17,950 17,785 17,673 17,644 17,644 585 07 11 11
Hampshire County 11,938 11,789 11,640 11,489 11,345 11,218 11,185 11,185 720 13 9 5
Hancock County 14,824 14,820 14,776 14,766 14,737 14,731 14,729 14,728 93 01 45 49
Hardy County 7,671 7,565 7,463 7,358 7,253 7,143 7,115 7,115 528 14 13 4
Harrison County 31,657 31,573 31,517 31,410 31,290 31,149 31,112 31,112 508 03 14 41
Jackson County 12,558 12,505 12,471 12,429 12,350 12,267 12,245 12,245 291 05 24 27
Jefferson County 20,644 20,144 19,381 18,739 18,218 17,743 17,623 17,623 2,901 31 2 2
Kanawha County 94,787 94,592 94,659 94,456 94,184 93,873 93,788 93,788 914 02 6 46
Lewis County 8,094 8,071 8,046 8,026 7,992 7,954 7,944 7,944 140 03 36 38
Lincoln County 10,083 10,051 10,035 10,002 9,919 9,862 9,846 9,846 221 04 29 31
Logan County 17,292 17,236 17,158 17,084 16,966 16,841 16,807 16,807 451 05 15 20
Marion County 27,023 26,980 26,916 26,863 26,781 26,686 26,660 26,660 337 03 22 44
Marshall County 15,978 15,957 15,928 15,906 15,868 15,826 15,814 15,814 152 02 35 47
Mason County 12,356 12,325 12,278 12,233 12,162 12,079 12,056 12,056 277 05 25 30
McDowell County 13,615 13,633 13,639 13,648 13,618 13,590 13,582 13,582 25 00 54 53
Mercer County 30,196 30,207 30,250 30,276 30,230 30,163 30,143 30,143 33 00 53 54
Mineral County 12,819 12,731 12,648 12,564 12,497 12,175 12,094 12,094 644 10 10 8
Mingo County 13,293 13,255 13,202 13,136 13,036 12,927 12,898 12,898 366 06 20 15
Monongalia County 37,705 37,536 37,364 37,215 36,986 36,756 36,695 36,695 949 05 4 23
Monroe County 7,476 7,452 7,418 7,386 7,333 7,276 7,261 7,267 200 05 31 18
Morgan County 9,055 8,833 8,654 8,436 8,275 8,116 8,076 8,076 939 22 5 3
Nicholas County 12,822 12,788 12,705 12,657 12,527 12,432 12,406 12,406 390 06 18 12
Ohio County 22,161 22,160 22,162 22,173 22,174 22,171 22,169 22,166 -10 00 55 55
Pendleton County 5,314 5,282 5,251 5,209 5,168 5,116 5,102 5,102 198 08 32 10
Pleasants County 3,252 3,242 3,241 3,236 3,225 3,216 3,214 3,214 36 02 52 45
Pocahontas County 7,837 7,813 7,737 7,707 7,659 7,608 7,594 7,594 229 06 28 13
Preston County 13,769 13,732 13,681 13,634 13,555 13,468 13,444 13,444 301 04 23 32
Putnam County 22,935 22,706 22,478 22,210 21,988 21,696 21,621 21,621 1,239 11 3 7
Raleigh County 36,439 36,231 36,092 35,942 35,822 35,709 35,678 35,678 730 04 8 35
Randolph County 13,863 13,819 13,747 13,686 13,601 13,504 13,478 13,478 359 05 21 21
Ritchie County 5,628 5,609 5,594 5,579 5,553 5,521 5,513 5,513 107 04 41 36
Roane County 7,580 7,502 7,484 7,457 7,416 7,372 7,360 7,360 208 06 30 16
Summers County 7,450 7,428 7,404 7,388 7,373 7,345 7,337 7,331 105 03 42 42
Taylor County 7,251 7,240 7,217 7,198 7,167 7,134 7,125 7,125 117 03 39 40
Tucker County 4,770 4,741 4,719 4,696 4,670 4,642 4,634 4,634 128 05 37 17
Tyler County 4,871 4,863 4,847 4,833 4,811 4,787 4,780 4,780 84 03 47 39
Upshur County 11,223 11,123 11,039 10,951 10,888 10,779 10,751 10,751 444 08 16 9
Wayne County 19,395 19,357 19,328 19,291 19,206 19,128 19,107 19,107 267 03 26 43
Webster County 5,411 5,395 5,374 5,354 5,320 5,283 5,273 5,273 128 05 37 26
Wetzel County 8,373 8,378 8,388 8,393 8,360 8,323 8,313 8,313 50 01 50 50
Wirt County 3,371 3,361 3,331 3,323 3,299 3,273 3,266 3,266 98 06 44 14
Wood County 40,580 40,484 40,399 40,279 40,040 39,837 39,785 39,785 743 04 7 37
Wyoming County 11,767 11,730 11,751 11,761 11,736 11,707 11,698 11,698 60 01 49 51
%
* The April 1, 2000 Housing Unit Estimates Base reflects modifications to the Census 2000 housing units as documented in the Count Question
Resolution program and geographic program revisions.
Source: Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau, Release Date: August 21, 2006.
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West Virginia and United States Economic Indicators
United States
Real (GDP) (Bil. $2000 Chain-Wtd.) 11,001.8 11,115.1 11,163.8 11,316.4 11,397.6 10,301.1 10,703.5 11,048.6
% Change 3.3 4.2 1.8 5.6 2.9 2.5 3.9 3.2
Consumer Price Index (CPI-U) (1982-84=100)* 194.5 196.9 197.9 198.9 202.3 184.0 188.9 195.3
% Change 5.5 5.0 2.0 2.2 6.9 2.3 2.7 3.4
Total Nonfarm Payroll Employment (Mil.) 133.2 133.7 134.2 134.7 135.1 130.0 131.4 133.5
% Change 1.6 1.6 1.2 1.7 1.2 -0.3 1.1 1.5
Unemployment Rate (%) 5.1 5.0 4.9 4.7 4.6 6.0 5.5 5.1
Initial Claims for Unemployment Ins. (Thous.) 331 338 325 300 317 403 343 332
Industrial Production (1997=100) 107.6 108.0 109.4 110.8 112.5 100.6 104.7 108.1
% Change 1.6 1.4 5.3 5.1 6.2 0.6 4.1 3.2
Capacity Utilization Rate 79.9 79.9 80.5 81.1 81.9 75.7 78.5 80.1
Housing Starts (Mil.) 2.064 2.101 2.060 2.123 1.875 1.854 1.949 2.073
Retail & Food Service Sales (Bil.$) 4,090 4,171 4,193 4,326 4,363 3,614 3,837 4,112
% Change 9.8 8.1 2.1 13.4 3.5 4.2 6.2 7.2
Federal Funds Rate* 2.94 3.46 3.98 4.46 4.91 1.13 1.35 3.21
Bank Prime Loan Rate* 5.91 6.43 6.97 7.43 7.90 4.12 4.34 6.19
30-Year Concentional Mortgage Rate* 5.72 5.76 6.22 6.24 6.60 5.82 5.84 5.87
West Virginia
Total Nonfarm Payroll Employment (Thous.)** 746.3 747.6 751.1 751.1 753.8 727.6 736.9 746.6
% Change 2.1 0.7 1.8 0.0 1.4 -0.8 1.3 1.3
Natural Resources and Mining 25.8 26.3 26.3 26.6 27.2 22.0 23.8 25.9
% Change 12.8 6.9 1.0 3.6 10.4 -4.8 8.2 8.8
Construction 36.3 36.6 38.1 37.4 39.3 32.7 34.6 36.8
% Change -2.2 3.7 17.4 -7.8 21.9 -2.1 5.8 6.4
Manufacturing 62.3 61.3 61.4 61.5 61.4 64.5 63.0 61.9
% Change -0.9 -5.9 0.7 0.7 -0.6 -6.1 -2.3 -1.7
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 139.4 139.4 139.9 140.5 140.4 135.5 137.3 139.3
% Change 1.1 0.0 1.3 1.8 -0.2 -1.0 1.3 1.5
Information 11.6 11.8 11.5 11.7 11.7 12.5 11.9 11.6
% Change 1.0 8.6 -10.2 7.8 -1.7 -6.0 -4.8 -2.5
Financial Activities 29.8 29.9 29.9 30.4 30.1 30.8 30.3 29.8
% Change 1.7 2.0 -0.2 6.8 -4.4 -1.3 -1.6 -1.7
Professional and Business Services 58.7 58.8 59.3 59.5 58.8 56.7 58.4 58.8
% Change 2.3 0.5 3.7 1.1 -4.4 0.0 3.0 0.7
Educational and Health Services 113.1 114.3 114.7 114.5 114.7 108.8 110.8 113.5
% Change 3.9 4.3 1.4 -0.6 0.6 1.5 1.8 2.4
Leisure and Hospitality 69.0 69.5 70.3 69.5 70.3 66.4 68.2 69.5
% Change 0.8 2.5 4.9 -4.7 4.7 3.1 2.7 1.9
Other Services*** 56.8 56.0 55.9 55.5 56.6 55.2 55.5 55.9
% Change 14.2 -5.2 -1.2 -2.7 8.4 -0.2 0.5 0.7
Government 143.5 143.7 143.7 144.1 143.3 142.5 143.2 143.7
% Change -1.1 0.6 0.1 1.0 -2.1 -0.2 0.5 0.3
Unemployment Rate (%) 4.9 5.2 4.9 3.9 4.6 6.0 5.3 5.0
Initial Claims for Unemployment Ins. (Thous.) 1.442 1.374 1.388 1.178 1.306 1.832 1.414 1.365
Avg.  Wkly. Hrs. Natrl Rsrces. & Mining** 46.5 46.6 47.2 46.5 46.9 46.4 46.6 46.7
Avg.  Wkly. Hrs. Manufacturing** 40.8 41.6 41.8 41.1 41.2 41.3 41.4 41.4
Avg. Hrly. Earnings Natrl Rsrces. & Mining($)** 19.14 19.98 20.10 20.17 20.50 18.08 18.39 19.51
% Change 7.3 18.6 2.6 1.4 6.6 5.1 1.8 6.1
Average Hourly Earnings Manufacturing ($)** 17.10 17.21 17.36 17.55 17.82 16.05 16.57 17.14
% Change 5.8 2.7 3.4 4.5 6.3 5.0 3.2 3.4
Real Personal Income (Mil. 2000$) 44,342 44,221 44,367 44,931 n/a 42,028 43,134 44,274
% Change 1.6 -1.1 1.3 5.2 n/a 0.5 2.6 2.6
Wage and Salary 20,833 20,820 20,660 20,841 n/a 19,835 20,327 20,785
% Change 0.1 -0.3 -3.0 3.6 n/a 0.0 2.5 2.3
Other Labor 6,394 6,410 6,395 6,514 n/a 5,753 6,094 6,392
% Change 1.5 0.9 -0.9 7.7 n/a 4.1 5.9 4.9
Proprietors 2,855 2,863 2,901 2,967 n/a 2,576 2,746 2,861
% Change 4.0 1.1 5.4 9.5 n/a 3.0 6.6 4.2
Dividends, Interest, and Rent 5,520 5,497 5,602 5,589 n/a 5,706 5,606 5,529
% Change 1.7 -1.7 7.9 -0.9 n/a -7.9 -1.8 -1.4
Transfer Payments 12,025 11,887 12,028 12,313 n/a 11,312 11,588 11,970
% Change 2.8 -4.5 4.8 9.8 n/a 3.7 2.4 3.3
Non-Building Const. Contracts ($ mil., NSA AR) 1,003 1,225 1,479 454 1,239 509 681 985
Non-Residential Const. Contracts ($ mil., NSA AR) 683 728 1,002 1,038 871 482 528 694
Residential Const. Contracts ($ mil. AR) 1,307 1,326 1,034 1,397 1,228 703 830 1,121
Total Const. Contracts ($mil) 2,993 3,279 3,514 2,889 3,339 1,694 2,039 2,800
% Change 1,898 44 32 -54 79 -9 20 37
W. Va.  Export-Weighted U.S.$ (1980=100)* 128.0 128.3 129.0 127.0 123.9 141.9 132.5 127.8
% Change 6.8 0.9 2.3 -6.1 -9.5 -9.5 -6.6 -3.6
Notes:   West Virginia average weekly hours, average hourly earnings, and initial claims for unemployment insurance data are obtained from the West Virginia
Bureau of Employment Programs and seasonally adjusted using seasonal factors derived by the Bureau of Business and Economic Research. West Virginia
employment and the state unemployment rate are seasonally adjusted by the West Virginia Bureau of Employment Programs. Personal income data are
seasonally adjusted by the Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Dept. of Commerce. Components may not sum to totals due tr rounding. All percent changes
are measured from the previous period and expressed as annual rates. Value of total housing permits data are from the Bureau of the Census, U.S. Dept. of
Commerce.   * Not Seasonally Adjusted. n/a Not Available.   **Data source now based upon the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS).
Previously, this data was based upon the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Code.   ***Consists of the following sub-sectors:  Repair and Maintenance,
Personal and Laundry Services, and Religious, Grantmaking, Civic, Professional, and Similar Organizations.
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